
 

 

 British Values 

  
The various activities highlighted in this newsletter are an example of  just some of the diverse learning opportunities that are undertaken by 
our students. Many of these activities take place within the local community as well as at school for real opportunities to explore these    
values  in order to support students to understand the needs of others in a wider context. Helen Allison School teaches students 
by  planning and delivering a broad and balanced curriculum. British values embedded within this curriculum and these values are defined 
as:  Democracy, Rule of law, Individual liberty, Mutual respect, Tolerance of those with different faiths and beliefs. 

If you have any comments on the Newsletter we would like to hear from you.  If you would like to contribute to the next Newsletter, 
please let Francesca Shaxted have your article.  

Newsletter 
October 2021 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

 
It certainly does not feel like seven weeks since we welcomed the   

students back from their summer holidays. Our young people have 

settled in so well into their new classes and are adapting to their new 

teachers. There has been some excellent progress across the year 

groups, culminating in the celebration of Black History Month where 

students developed their understanding through art, writing and    

discussion. 

 

Next term we have so much to look forward to including the Christmas 

concert and the PTFA arranged family Bingo.  

 

As a school, we understand that the holidays can be difficult so 

please do get in touch with the school if you need any advice or    

guidance during the break. There will always be someone available 

during this period. 

 

Have a lovely break! 

 

 

Simon 

Principal 



 

 

 

 

 

National Fitness Day 

 

On Wednesday 22nd September students at the 

school and the Hub took part in fun activities 

for National Fitness Day. This included a     

variety of different fitness approaches       

including yoga, Minecraft fitness and hula hoop 

skills. All the students loved it and it helped 

them understand how important physical health is 

and how good this can be for their mood. 

During this term, Group 4 have been getting 

out and about in the local areas. They took a 

trip to Trosley Country Park and whilst there, 

discovered a Woodland Orchestra. The boys 

loved this and it was great to listen to how    

different music sounds whilst in the woods.  

Woodland Orchestra 
Warwick class have been working hard on their Fallen 

Fields topic this term.  This has included learning about 

the short and long term causes of the first World War, as 

well an influential people and events, battles and the use 

of weapons and technology. They have also been looking 

at the countries that were involved in the First World War 

and their capital cities and flags. Their Art and DT was 

also linked to this topic and they created WW1 silhouette 

paintings as well as First World War artefacts made from 

clay.  

 

 

Mattel Market Research 

 This term we were lucky enough to be invited to help Mattel – Thomas and 
Friends, clothing team to help with some market research. They are currently 
working on a new autism friendly clothing range and they asked for some of 
our students help. The students were given some sample clothing and then were 
asked to give some feedback.  
 
All of the students involved, gave some great feedback and were a credit to 
our school. Thank you to all of those that were involved! 

Fallen Fields 



 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Last year you may remember that we 
had a group of students from the Hub 
who attended Hadlow College once a 
week. After the fantastic success of 
this and the enjoyment the students 
had, they are continuing their work with 
animal this year at a new provision. The 
students have been visiting Curly’s Farm 
on the Isle of Sheppey and helping out 
with general farm work.  
 
Most of the animals on the farm are   
rare breeds so not only are they having 
fun working with farm animals they are 
helping to keep the rare breed lines   
continuing.  

Curly’s Farm 

First Aid 

During this term, students in Group 4 at the 
Hub have been taking part in some basic first 
aid lessons. This is helping the children to 
understand when and how to react in certain 
situations. As part of these lessons, students 
were shown how to correctly apply a      
bandage. They had fun practicing this on 
each other. 

This term, Ed in Stirling has learnt all about Harvest and has 

been organising and collecting items, for the local       

foodbank. Ed’s worked really hard asking for donations, 

sorting through the items and finding a local foodbank we 

could take it too. We’re so grateful to everyone who has 

been so generous and donated items. We visited the    

Riverside Community Centre who were blown away by the 

Helen Allison School’s generous donations and all our hard 

work. This will make such a difference to those who need it, 

thank you!  

“To me, it just feels really wonderful to give. The thought 

that someone struggling to afford the food and supplies 

they need each week can go to a foodbank and really  

benefit from your donations feels amazing, and I’d really 

love to thank every single one of you who donated – just 

one tin, one packet, one bag of pasta can do so much for 

someone in need, and the fact that this school came    

together and gave so much is beautiful.” - Ed 

Food Donations  

 
Marcus Rashford 

For black history month Hever class learnt about Marcus 
Rashford and the work he carried out during the      
pandemic, so that children did not go hungry. They then 
made a cardboard model of him surrounded by people 
to represent those he helped. 



 

 

 

 

 Football Festival 
Our Under 14's school football team     
attended their first South London     
Football Festival this term. The team 
came up against some strong              
opposition from across the region and 
as a new team they did struggle at first. 
However, as the day went on their play 
improved and it was great to see the  
camaraderie and support they gave 
each other. Over the day the team 
played 3 games and although they came 
away without a victory, they can be 
proud of their efforts, and they look   
forward to lots of practise and training  
before the next festival in 2022.  

Independent Living Skills 

Corfe visits Costa 
 
This term, Corfe class’s learning topic has been “Me and My Community”. As part of student’s          
community-based learning, they planned to visit the nearby Costa Coffee Shop at the end of term.  
 
First, they began learning and practising the skills necessary when visiting a café in their Friendship 
Café sessions. These skills included choosing an item from a menu, answering a “who wanted?”    
question and paying for the item.  

Next the class began learning and practising how to cross a road safely, using a zebra crossing,         
remembering to stop and look to make sure there are no cars coming before we cross the road. 

Finally, the big day arrived and they visited the nearby Costa Coffee Shop. The class walked up to road 
to Costa. The students all used their communication books or picture pointing boards to make           
requests, were able to wait calmly for their turn to go to the counter and then paid for their items. Well 
done Corfe class! 

Rochester and Windsor class have been working well in 

Independent Living Skills with the Occupational      

Therapy assistant this term. At the beginning of the 

term we spoke about what was important to them and 

what skills they would like to work on to help them 

with their independence for the future. They have 

learnt how to clean, use a washing machine and make 

tea and coffee. 

As well as these classes at the school working on their 

independent living skills, groups at the hub have also 

been working hard at gaining valuable skills too. They 

have learnt how to lay a table, fold shirts and do     

ironing. Excellent work everyone! 



 

 

 

 

Stencil Work 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
At the Hub this term, during their art     
lessons, some of the students have been 
looking at stencil work and producing 
their own stencils. Troy took to this like a 
duck to water and produced a stencil of a 
trainer. He had to cut out very intricate 
pieces of paper which was tricky at times 
but he worked hard to complete this. This 
created a very clear outcome and the    
finished result shows how hard he worked 
to make this realistic and clear. Excellent 
work Troy! 

 

Rufus practicing 
pitch shapes and 

then creating 
their own. 

Leeds using 
chimes to identify 

and play pitch 
sequences.  

Rochester and Windsor using 
movement to express beat and 

rhythm. They are following a 
graphic notation music score. 

Warwick using the 
Chimes to play 
chords while    

keeping a steady 
beat. 

That’s music to my ears! 

This term, Music lessons have focused on building the core skills of beat, pitch and rhythm. Though 
different class have been working on different skills at different times, developing the core skills has 
been at the heart of the programme. It has been a pleasure teaching all classes this term with       
students actively participating in lesson. Well done to everyone!  

This term Scotney class have enjoyed learning 
about Mighty Metals and all that that      
entails. They have learnt about forces and 
magnets, and have designed their very own 
game using. During Science, they learnt about 
pushes and pulls, and made their own cars to 
go down a ramp, in order to see which car had 
the most force acting on it. The children 
have read the book ‘The Iron Man’ and    
thoroughly enjoyed watching the film that is 
based on the book. They have used the book to 
write their own poems and diary entries.  

Mighty Metals 

Keep calm and carrot 
on! 

 
Last year as part of      

Wilderness Wednesday’s, 
the students worked 

closely with our therapy 
assistant Gemma to grow 
their own ingredients to 

then use in a creative 
way. Back in April, the 
groups planted some    

carrots ready for a         
September harvest. You 
can imagine the shock 
they all got when they 
pulled these out of the 

ground after 5 months of 
growing!  

 Game, Set and Match! 
We are very lucky as a school to have so 
many great places right on our doorstep. One 
of which is Meopham Tennis Club. Some of  
   the Hub students have  
  visited here this term to  
 practive their tennis skills.  
   They loved learning the  



 

 

 

 Thylacine 

 

This term, Group 1 have been working on various arty projects. One thing they 
were tasked to do was to draw a caricature of themselves. A caricature is a     
cartoon drawing which often exaggerates peoples features. We think they all 
look fantastic!  

Swimming 

Swimming has restarted at Larkfield       

Leisure Centre for some of our students 

this term. Classes will be taken for a block 

of lessons at this fantastic facility, where 

our pupils will benefit from 3 qualified 

swimming instructors for each of their  

visits. This term Rochester and Windsor 

classes have been going together, and 

they absolutely loved their first lesson this 

week. Classes/pupils unable to fit in with 

this scheduled session will still get a 

chance to experience swimming at some 

other point in the academic year as we 

build this link at Larkfield.     

Spooktacular Special 
 

On the last Thursday of term, our lovely ladies in the school 
kitchen surprised us all with a Halloween themed lunch. There 
were lots of scary surprises on offer including cakes          
decorated with spiders, bats and eyeballs. Much to             
everyone’s surprise, Denise even decorated her own face 
with beetroot juice to look like blood! Thank you for a    
Spooktacular lunch ladies! 

Caricatures 

During this term, some of Group 4 
have been looking at the topic of 

conservation. This meant they    
began to look at extinct animals, 
one of which being the thylacine. 

The thylacine is an extinct        
carnivorous marsupial which lived 

in Australia and Tasmania. The 
last known living one was         

documented in around 1930 in   
Tasmania. As part of their lesson, 

they were tasked with drawing 
their own interpretation of a      

thylacine based on an aboriginal 
drawing. We love their versions! 



 

 

 
 

 

Student Council Update 
 

Congratulations to our new student council 
members.  
 

Tyler from Rufus 
Rex from Hever 

Vincent from Hever 
Hayden from Warwick 

Dewi from Leeds 
Lucas from Scotney 

Matthew from Rochester 
Bambo from Windsor 

Ed from Stirling 
 
 
This half term student council met to discuss 
the dinner menu, before sharing their ideas 
with Emma from the kitchen. Several student 
council members also helped interview     
prospective teachers, helping inform the   
decision on who would be right for the 
school. You may also remember that last 
year, the student council worked hard to get 
Buddy Benches in the playgrounds. We are 
pleased to say these are working well and 
helping to create new friendships. 

There are 5 pumpkins hidden in this   
newsletter, not including this one. Can you 

find them all? 

 

 

 

Dexter diaries: Jeans for Genes Day  
 

On Friday 17th September, students and staff 
from the school and hub wore their jeans to 
support  the fundraising event Jeans for Genes 
day, and helped to raise over £80.00 for the 
amazing charity, Genetic Disorders UK. The 
funds raised will help the charity to  support 
children and babies who have been diagnosed 
with genetic disorders. 

 Flower Power 
 
 

In the summer holidays the admin team 
were in getting lots of new systems in 
place as well as making the school look   
lovely for the kids return. Our lovely pupil 
administrator Lynn spent one of the     
sunny afternoons planting lots of new  
flowers in the pots surrounding the     
building. Next time you visit the school, be 
sure to take a look. 

Dexter has loved spending time with students 

this half term. Here's what one student had 

to say about his visits; "It's like with every 

stroke, more of my worries disappear". He 

even helped one student transition into the 

dining room for their lunch. 

 

This term we have been incredibly lucky to receive some     

donations from the local community. 

 

In August, Gravesend Football League and Cup Competitions 

donated £1000 to the school. This will be used to install          

fantastic new sensory equipment in our playgrounds. Thank 

you for this very generous donation! 

 

We were also lucky enough to receive a donation of £50 from 

Northfleet and Ebbsfleet Lions Club this term. This is as well, 

going to be used to purchase equipment for our playgrounds 

to enhance the students learning and motor skills. Thank you 

for your donation! 
 
 

Thank You! 



 

 

 

 

School Uniform Supplier 
 
If you require any uniform for your child for the 
next academic year, please contact Mapac, our 
uniform supplier. Please visit the link below or 

call 01923 255525 to place an order.  
 

https://www.mapac.com/education/parents/
uniform/helenallisonschoolda130ew/?c=417  

Dates for the  

diary 

 
If you have any concerns around your child’s 

computer or internet use please don’t     
hesitate to ask us for help, guidance or  
support. Contact the school on 01474 

814878 and ask to speak to a safeguarding 
officer. 

 
The Helen Allison School 

website has all of our 
safeguarding information 

as well as   Internet   
Safeguarding links you 

might useful.  

PTFA 
 

After the fantastic success of the 

events at the end of the last school year, 

the PTFA are looking to expand! We 

would love to have some new faces on 

the team with some fresh ideas for the 

Helen Allison School. If you would like 

to find out more information or get       

involved please contact Rachel from our 

finance department by popping into      

reception or sending her an email to   

Rachel.forshaw@nas.org.uk. 

8th November 2021 
Start of Term 2 
 
10th November 2021 
School Photo Day 
 
15th November 2021 
Anti Bullying Week 
 

26th November 2021 
PTFA Bingo 
 
3rd December 2021 
Christmas Panto 
 
10th December 2021 
Christmas Jumper Day 
 

 

Chelsea 
Positive Behaviour 

Support 

Lilly - Rose 
Teaching            
Assistant 

Erin 
Teaching              
Assistant 

Harry 
Creative Media 

Teacher 

WELCOME TO THE HELEN ALLISON SCHOOL! 
This term we welcomed several new faces. Say hello to our new members of staff! 

Geri 
Scotney Class 

Teacher 

The school will be moving to a new home/
school communication portal called MCAS (My 
Child at School). You may have already seen an 
email about this.  We are in the early stages of 

the migration from Parentmail to MCAS, so 
please bear with us.  As soon as we have more             
information we will share it with you.  

My Child At School 

https://www.google.com/search?q=mapac&source=lmns&bih=608&biw=1007&rlz=1C1GCEB_enGB910GB910&safe=active&hl=en-US&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjAtK7C2bjsAhUIhhoKHQXYBHsQ_AUoAHoECAEQAA&surl=1#
https://www.mapac.com/education/parents/uniform/helenallisonschoolda130ew/?c=417
https://www.mapac.com/education/parents/uniform/helenallisonschoolda130ew/?c=417

