
 

 

 British Values 

  
The various activities highlighted in this newsletter are an example of  just some of the diverse learning opportunities that are undertaken by 
our students. Many of these activities take place within the local community as well as at school for real opportunities to explore these    
values  in order to support students to understand the needs of others in a wider context. Helen Allison School teaches students 
by  planning and delivering a broad and balanced curriculum. British values embedded within this curriculum and these values are defined 
as:  Democracy, Rule of law, Individual liberty, Mutual respect, Tolerance of those with different faiths and beliefs. 

If you have any comments on the Newsletter we would like to hear from you.  If you would like to contribute to the next Newsletter, 
please let Francesca Shaxted have your article.  

Newsletter 
December 2021 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

The run up to Christmas is always an anxious time for our students, even more 

so given the news that currently surrounds them. I am really pleased that the 

students are continuing to attend regularly, especially as routine is so           

important to young people, even more so for those with an ASD diagnosis.  

 

This term we had a Bingo night organised by the PTA. I had the pleasure of    

attending this event with my family and I would encourage you all to make 

time to support school events like this one, as it is raising valuable funds that 

will go directly into supporting each and every young person. Thank you so 

much to those involved. 

 

With all the uncertainty, there is one thing that is certain. We will be open in 

2022 and will be looking forward to receiving your wonderful children. Merry 

Christmas and Happy New Year. 

 
 
Kind regards 

 
 
 
 

 

Simon 

Principal 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Metal Detecting 
In November. Windsor Class took metal detectors to Upnor 
Beach for part of their Science lessons. The students found 
some materials to use for a science experiment to expand on 
what they had been learning about metals. Unfortunately, they 
were not able to find any buried pirate treasure but they gave it 
a good shot at trying! 

Creative Media 

This term, students at the Hub have all been very busy in Creative Media, learning lots of new skills and    
putting them to the test.  
 
Group 2 has been adding the finishing touches to the paper cut-out animations they planned and created 
last term, using the computer editing software to include sound effects, speech bubbles, opening titles and 
credits – some people even did their own voices for the animations! 
 
Group 4 has also been working on their own Mr Bean animations, but recently they got very interested in 
making their own sound effects. So, they gathered lots of different strange objects and recorded them with 
our microphones to make sound effects. What sounds do you think they used celery and jam for? 
 
Groups 1 and 3 have been working collectively on a big documentary filmmaking project – they are        
investigating the views of the students and staff about our lovely school compared to previous experience 
of mainstream schools. This has involved lots of work planning and setting up interviews, as well as       
editing together all the different clips to make a proper documentary film. We are hoping you’ll all be able 
to watch it in school, and maybe even on the website! 

Warwick Class 

This term Warwick class have been learning about a huge   
variety of things. Their topic, Beast Creator, has involved them 

going on a mini beast hunt around the school grounds,      
plotting the mini beasts on a bird’s eye view plan and creating 
a key. They found lots of creepy crawlies, hiding under logs 

and leaves. They also drew a selection of mini beasts in Art. 
They have researched where certain mini beasts come from 
and plotting their homes on a world map. To finish off they 

created a Mini Beast Home. After researching mini beasts’ 
home, they designed, made and evaluated our own. This was 
lots of fun and there will be some very lucky mini beasts    

finding new homes! 

As well as their huge research and learning around mini 
beasts, they have had some very exciting offsite visits        
including to the local church where they learnt about Advent. 

Excellent work Warwick class! 

  Gym 
 

During this term, many of our students have been 
visiting the local gym and learning about the      
equipment and the benefits of exercise. We have 
been encouraging the students to work with their 
peers and encourage each other. The students have 
seen both the physical and mental health benefits to 
exercising together. Great job boys! 



 

 

 

Rochester Class 
 

At the end of the November, Rochester class were lucky enough to visit London for the day. They had 

to get in the minibus and at the station in order to catch the correct train on their timetable. They 

then spent the day looking at some sights but what they enjoyed the most was their trip on the       

London Eye. They had a fantastic time and came back full of excitement.  

 Brands Hatch 
In November Harry in Windsor class went on a special visit to Brands Hatch Race Course. 
There were no car races on that day, but there was a special ‘Car Track day’ where people 
pay lots of money to take their own cars around the circuit. Some of the cars going 
around the course were expensive sports cars like Ferraris and Porsches, whilst others 
were less expensive cars, like Fiestas and KA’s. One Black KA even had Batman Logos on, 
but we don’t think it was Batman driving the car! If you have ever spoken to Harry you 
will be very aware that he absolutely loves sportscars so you can imagine what a brilliant 
day he had! 

Friday 19th November was Children in Need. In 
order to raise money for this very deserving 
charity we invited staff and students to come to 
school in their own clothes in exchange for £1. 
As well as this, staff were treated to a lovely 
cooked breakfast by some very willing members 
of the team. Caroline lead this and made us all 
some delicious breakfast and all money from this 
went straight to the charity too. In total we 
raised just over £100! Thank you to all those 
who donated! 



 

 

Anti Bullying Week 
 
Back in November, students and staff at both the school and the hub were invited to 
attend school wearing their odd socks. This was to raise awareness for Anti Bullying 
week. There were a huge variety of activities and learning taking place around the 
school to highlight the importance of inclusion and that everyone is unique. Group 4 at 
the hub made various drawings of off socks with their faces 
on the top to represent how unique each one of them is! Ex-
cellent work Group 4!!! 

Green Cross Code 
 

This term, students in Group 4 have 
been learning about road safety and   
putting this into practice when out and 
about in the community. They have been 
making sure to check both ways before 
crossing, and using the crossings      
correctly. Well done boys! 

 

Ready, Steady, COOK! 

Every week at both the school and the hub, students 

are taught independent living skills. These are         

valuable life skills to help them as they grow up. 

Cooking is one of the students favourite parts of 

these lessons. This term, students at the school have 

made a variety of things such as sausage rolls, cookies 

and yule logs. Hub students have been using their 

knowledge of exercise and healthy living to make 

meals to support their healthier lifestyle. We hope 

they copy these delicious meals at home for parents! 

Beaney Museum 

This term, Hever class have been studying the topic of Ancient Greece. To support their 
learning, at the beginning of December, the class visited the Beaney Museum in Canterbury. 
They had lots of fun looking at all the relevant Greek artefacts and putting their knowledge 
to the test. They were very well behaved and a credit to the school. Great job Hever! 



 

 

He’s behind you!!! 
 
 

At the beginning of December, we were lucky 
enough to have a theatre production company 
visit the school to perform a panto performance 
of Aladdin. Students from both the school and 
the hub were able to enjoy the show which was 
jam packed with many songs and sound effects 
the kids are familiar with. There was also some 
Tik Tok inspired dance routines which the kids 
absolutely loved!  

            Helen Allison FC 

 

 

This term we have been lucky enough to        
welcome staff from Charlton Athletic Community 
Trust into school to support students with both 

PE and our newly formed football team. 
These lessons have gone really well and         

students have embraced the extra practise on 
their gross motor skills. The football team have 

also been practising hard and enjoyed their 
game recently against Newhaven School. The 

team are steadily improving and scored 5 goals 
in a much-improved performance.  

Christmas Dinner 

 Bike Maintenance  

This term, the boys in Windsor class have been    
visiting Rowhill school to do some bike      
maintenance. This term they have been focusing 
on practicing the skills they have learnt           
previously to check how much they remember. 
They have done brilliantly as always and have 
represented the school exceptionally. 

Christmas Jumper Day 

On Friday 10th December, staff 

and students at both sites were 

invited to wear their Christmas 

Jumper’s in exchange for a £1 

donation for Save The Children. 

Everyone came in looking very   

festive and all for a brilliant 

cause! In total we raised over 

£30 for the charity. Thank you 

to everyone for your donations! 

On Thursday 16th December we had a lovely Christmas Lunch 
cooked by our brilliant kitchen team. The choices were a tough one 
this year with both turkey and mushroom and brie wellington on  
offer. Desserts were the usual selection of Christmas pudding, yule 
log or mince pies. Classes decorated their rooms and celebrated 
whilst eating some scrummy food cooked by Emma, Denise and    
Sarah. Thank you Ladies!  



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dexter diaries: 

Rotary Club 
In November we were incredibly fortunate to 
be visited by Gravesend Rotary Club for some 
gardening help. 7 willing volunteers attended 
the school armed with 1000 bulbs to plant   
outside the school gates. Some students from 

Leeds class helped the 
team to drill holes into the 
ground to plant these which 
was very exciting for them. 
We cannot wait until these 
bloom in the spring and 
make our entrance to the 
school lovely and bright! 
THANK YOU GRAVESEND 
ROTARY CLUB! 

Archie from Hever class chooses 
to see Dexter at the end of 
each of his communication    
sessions. Archie likes to talk 
about Dexter and his own guinea 
pig Pasta. We've also been   
relating what we've been   
learning to our time with   
Dexter, like the fact that we 
think about Dexter and Dexter 
thinks about us.  

Four students from Group Three at the Hub 
have either started the process of becoming 

independent and mobile or have already 
achieved this and completed their bike tests. 

 
Jamie has been riding his scooter for a period 
of time and found it extremely helpful during 

the lockdowns to get shopping for his      
grandparents. 

 
Recently Harry passed his CBT test to ride his 
motorbike and now goes out on rides with his 

dad at weekends. 
 

John and Troy  have been practising for their 
car theory tests and hope to be mobile soon. 

 
These four students have been at the Helen 

Allison School for long time, moving from the 
main school to the Hub 14-19 provision.  All 
four graduate and leave next year and being 

mobile is an important part of becoming    
independent. 

 
Well done boys! 

Got the green light! 

 

 

At the end of November, the PTFA         

arranged a bingo night at the main 

school. There were lots of opportunities 

to win some money and enter the raffle to 

win some fantastic prizes. We were also 

lucky enough to have a special               

performance from Isaac in Windsor class 

singing a cover of Ed Sheeran’s Bad     

Habits. We raised over £500 on the night 

so thank you to everyone who attended! 

Oh Christmas Tree….. 
In the final weeks of term two students 
went on the hunt for the Helen Allison 
School Christmas tree. They chose the    
biggest one they could find as well as      
tinsel, lights and baubles. They then        
arranged for the site team to go and collect 
this order and bring this back to the school. 
Then came the task of decorating. The    
students felt it would be nice to include 
everyone so all students and staff were   
invited to put a bauble on the tree. It looks 
lovely and possibly the best one yet! Well                                                                                                      
done Tom and Freddie! 

Not including 
this one, there 
are 5 Christmas 
tree’s hidden 
within this 

newsletter. Can 
you find them 

all? 



 

 

Goodbye Jackie 
 
Jackie started work at the HAS in March 2011. She had     
previously worked for the prison service, so was very        
experienced with dealing with young people who may not 
always make the right choices or use kind words! 
Jackie has always been the calmest of people and has never 
appeared to become upset or cross, despite some very     
challenging times. She is also an extremely talented baker and 
has made us the most beautiful cakes over the years. We will 
miss them! 
Jackie has been a great mentor, teacher and advocate for all 
of our pupils and has shown true dedication, perseverance, 
flexibility and enthusiasm for teaching – especially in her  
wonderful practical science experiments, which never failed to 
capture our pupil’s imagination. 
Her planning and organisational skills have been outstanding 
and she has always been keen to assist and support any 
member of staff where needed. She has an air of calm around 
her and a relentless sense of positivity – always quick to   
celebrate the pupils’ successes and achievements – however 
small they may seem to some.  
Ten years has flown by. Jackie has touched so many pupils’ 

lives and hearts and she has been a source of constant     

support to many families and staff alike. She will be sorely 

missed and we would like to wish her all the very best for the 

future. 

Dates for the  

diary 

 
If you have any concerns around your child’s 

computer or internet use please don’t     
hesitate to ask us for help, guidance or  
support. Contact the school on 01474 

814878 and ask to speak to a safeguarding 
officer. 

 
The Helen Allison School 

website has all of our 
safeguarding information 

as well as   Internet   
Safeguarding links you 

might useful.  

 WELCOME TO THE HELEN ALLISON 
SCHOOL! 

This term we welcomed two new faces. 
Say hello to our new members of staff! 

 

The school will be moving to a new 
home/school communication portal called 
MCAS (My Child at School). You may have 
already seen an email about this.  We are in 
the last stages of the migration from Parent 
mail to MCAS, so please bear with us. As 
soon as we have more information we will 
share it with you.  

My Child At School 

Sarah 
Catering Assistant 

Nigel 
Site Operative  

20th December 2020 

Inset Day 

 

3rd January 2021 

Bank Holiday 

 

4th January  2021 

Start of Term 3 

 

 

14th February 2021 

Half Term 

 

21st February  2021 

Start of Term 4 

 

4th April 2021 

Half Term 

Poppy Appeal 
 

In November, staff and   
students had the             

opportunity to purchase a 
poppy from the reception 
area. In total we raised 

£25.22 for the cause. Thank 
you to everyone for your 

donation! 

“Jackie has been a wonderful teacher, and from everything 
I’ve seen a great friend of many of the staff here. Smart, 
sharp, humorous – she has had a massive impact on many 
students, both at the school and since departed, and I’m 
very happy to have worked with her over the last few years. 
I certainly won’t miss her puns, however!  
From my almost 5 years working with you - thank you so, so 

much, Jackie. You will certainly be missed” - Ed, Stirling  


